Shackles, Run-away Ad, and Slave Tags

Twenty-eight Fugitives Escaping

CAROLINE COUNTY
Many white Quakers and free black residents lived in this area,
and few people owned slaves. Freedom seekers found shelter
and assistance in Caroline County through a network of black
and white families as they passed along the Underground
Railroad to Delaware. These activities created friction between
the residents of Dorchester County and some residents of
Caroline County.

MAP KEY
Sites
The sites marked in yellow on the map are homes, mills,
court houses, bridges, churches, museums and other
points of interest that are significant to the Underground
Railroad story.
Areas
Over time landscapes have changed and often little
remains of the former homes, buildings, and
communities that played a role in the Underground
Railroad. The areas marked in tan on the map are not
intended as stopping points. As you drive through
these landscapes, reflect on the people and events
of the past.
Sidebars
The places noted in green on the map provide
glimpses into the varied Chesapeake landscapes.
The Chesapeake Bay and its numerous tributaries
were significant to freedom seekers traveling north.
The waterways that led many travelers to freedom
often presented extreme challenges.
UGRR Exhibit

Food

Restrooms

12 Jacob and Hannah Leverton Home
(Privately owned)
Jacob and Hannah Leverton were white Quaker abolitionists.
Their brick house near Hunting Creek has been described as
"the main stopping place for the Underground Railroad in the
region." Their son, Arthur W. Leverton and a free black
neighbor, Daniel Hubbard, were exposed in 1858 as agents
of the Underground Railroad. When a mob assembled in
Dorchester County to apprehend them, Arthur Leverton and
Hubbard fled to Philadelphia. Soon after, Leverton's family sold
their home and joined him in Philadelphia.
Return on Seamans Road and turn right onto Route 331. Turn
left onto Route 817. The mill is on the left.

13 Linchester Mill
Hunting Creek divides Dorchester and Caroline counties.
Linchester supported a mill, general store, post office and
homes. Mills and dams provided
important crossing points over
creeks for freedom seekers
heading north through the county.
Daniel Hubbard, a free black ship
carpenter, may have helped build
Linchester Mill. (Owned by
Caroline County Historical
Society, 410-479-2055)
Turn left on Route 318 and travel into Preston. Turn left on
Maple Avenue and follow the signs to the Village of Choptank.

K Village of Choptank /

Choptank Landing
The village of Choptank, known as Leonard's Wharf in 1855,
was a port and steamboat landing for the town of Preston.
Josiah Bailey, a skilled shipwright, escaped slavery in
November, 1856 by rowing a boat at night six miles from
Jamaica Point in Talbot County up the Choptank River. He
rowed past this area to Poplar Neck, where he met Harriet
Tubman at her parents' home. Tubman led Bailey and three
others from Poplar Neck to Canada. They were hotly pursued
by owner William Hughlett, who offered an unusually high
reward of $1,500 for Bailey.
Note: Poplar Neck Road is a dirt road. The bridge has a
10,000-pound weight limit.

15 Webb Cabin
This cabin (c.1852) is the only surviving log dwelling on the
Eastern Shore known to have been built by a free black man
(James Webb). The structure is typical of the housing of most
African Americans during that
period. Built on ballast stones
from ships, it stands near the
Choptank River, Hog Creek and
several roads, including Harriet
Tubman's possible Underground
Railroad route from Poplar Neck.
(Owned by Caroline County,
410-479-2055)
Continue on Grove Road. Turn right on Route 16/Bethlehem
Road. Turn left onto Route 404/Shore Highway and left at the
Gay Street exit.

16 Courthouse Square/ Denton
The Museum of Rural Life on Courthouse Square contains an
exhibit and more information about the Underground Railroad
and local African Americans in Caroline County. Courthouse
Square was the site of the slave market and jail where captured
freedom seekers and Underground Railroad conductors, such
as Hugh Hazlett, were held. In 1853, African American
residents celebrated the escape and return of Richard Potter, a
free black youth who had been kidnapped by a boat captain to
be sold into slavery. (Museum of Rural Life, 410-479-2055)
Continue on Gay Street and cross the bridge. Just past the
light turn right into the parking lot at Choptank Electric.

17 Tuckahoe Neck Meeting House
(Privately owned)
Built in 1803, this was one of five
Quaker meeting houses located on
rivers and creeks in Caroline
County that supported the
Underground Railroad network.
Hannah Leverton and other
abolitionists spoke here.
From the parking lot exit, turn right onto Route 328. Just past
the light turn left on River Landing Road.

18 Choptank River Heritage Center
Enslaved African Americans worked in shipyards here on the
Choptank River. During the 1850s, steamboats loaded with
freight and passengers made weekly trips to Baltimore.
Underground Railroad conductor Hugh Hazlett boarded a
steamboat here in 1858 to face trial and possible mob violence
downriver in Cambridge. (410-479-4950)
Turn right on River Road. Turn right onto Route 404 east to
Route 313 north.

M Greensboro
The most northern bridge over the Choptank River was located
here. Though freedom seekers traveling north were tempted to
use bridges, they usually avoided them as the threat of
recapture was high at these obvious crossing points. At this
site, grain brought by boat up the Choptank was transferred to
wagons bound for Delaware Bay. Greensboro residents and
workers learned about abolition, Methodism, and other new
ideas through the trade networks.
From Route 313 north turn right onto Route 314/ Whitelysburg
Road. Turn left onto Boyce Mill Road. Turn left onto Drapers
Mill Road.

19 Red Bridges / Drapers Mill Road
Nearby Red Bridges was the first place north of the mouth of
the river where people could wade across the Choptank. This
road that parallels the streams that form the headwaters of the
Choptank River was possibly Harriet Tubman's Underground
Railroad route to Sandtown, Delaware.

N Sandtown, DE / Delaware State Line
Sandtown is located on the border between Maryland and
Delaware. Freedom seekers reaching Sandtown still risked
recapture, but they were well on their way to freedom.

SIDEBARS
3

Williston Potter’s Landing
The Williston dam and mill at Mill Creek
provided a crossing point for freedom
seekers. The mill and miller's house date
from the time of the Underground
Railroad. The Potter family that lived
nearby employed black slaves in their
maritime business, and ultimately freed
most of them.

4

Martinak State Park
The park provides views of the
Choptank River which remain largely
unchanged since the mid-19th century.
Watts Creek was a barrier to following
the Choptank northward. Woodland
paths reflect the routes on the
Underground Railroad. (410-479-1619)

5

Adkins Arboretum &
Tuckahoe State Park
Walking paths along the streams and
marshes and through the forest provide
a sense of the conditions experienced by
travelers on the Underground Railway.
(410-634-2847)

L Poplar Neck
Dr. Anthony C. Thompson owned 2,200 acres of heavily
forested land at Poplar Neck where he had a brick house, grain
fields, an orchard, and slave quarters. His timbering operations
and sawmill employed large numbers of free and enslaved
laborers, including Ben Ross, Harriet Tubman’s father. Her
parents moved to this area in 1847 and were active in the
Underground Railroad. When their activities were exposed in
1857, Tubman helped them escape to Canada.

14 Mount Pleasant Methodist

Episcopal Cemetery
This site may have served as a meeting place for freedom
seekers journeying on the Underground Railroad. In 1849,
white Quakers deeded this lot and
their old meeting house
to black Methodists who established
the Mount Pleasant Methodist
Episcopal Church.
Return to Preston on Marsh Creek
Road which becomes Sunset
Boulevard. Turn right on Main
Street and left onto Route 16 to Harmony. Turn left on Grove
Road and travel 1 mile to the cabin on the left.
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