
Ridgely Historical Society
Preserving the history of Ridgely, MD

Located in the heart of Ridgely, Maryland, Railroad 
Memorial Park serves as a community focal point and brings 
to life the rich history of “Dream City.”  �e park is home to 
Reading Caboose 92813 and the Telephone Exchange 
building, as well as numerous events throughout the year, 
including Ole’ Time Ridgely Days the �rst weekend in May. 

About Railroad Memorial Park

Railroad Memorial Park 
Reading Caboose •  Telephone Exchange

Visit us online at
ridgelyhistoricalsociety.com

Find us on Facebook at Facebook.com/RidgelyHistoricalSociety



In order to promote awareness and appreciation of the history of 
Ridgely and Caroline County, RHS collects, preserves and makes 
available to the public, historical artifacts of local interest. �e 
Chapter encourages historical inquiry, historical preservation and 
supports research, believing that an understanding of the past will 
illuminate the present and provide vision for the future.

Reading Caboose 92813

Reading Caboose 92813, built June 25th, 1931, is one of �ve of 
the �rst steel cabooses built with a one-piece steel 
chassis/undercarriage. Evidence suggests it may be the actual 
caboose that Gilbert used to model his American Flyer caboose, 
which looks identical to 92813. 

Before AfterOctober 2011 Today

Telephone Exchange 

Before AfterMarch 2005 Today

�e 1937 Telephone Exchange marked the transition from an 
operator-based system to the modern dial telephone system. �e 
building, erected on W. �ird Street in 1937, was discovered in 
2005 on a country road in the village of Ninetown, where it was 
moved in the 1950s and used by African-American residents as a 
church. Following the donation of the building to the Town of 
Ridgely by the late Mrs. Irene Harris, it returned to Ridgely in 
2006 and now is used to tell the unique history of Ridgely.

About the Ridgely Historical Society
A chapter of the Caroline county historical society

If you are interested in joining, volunteering, or making a 
donation to the Ridgely Historical Society, please contact 

Rick & Cathy Schwab at (410) 634-9235.


